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error. All compound things are transitory: they grow
and they decay. All compound things are subject to
pain : they will be separated from what they love and
be joined to what they abhor. All compound things
lack a self, an atman, an ego."                                  Kt

" How is that? " asked Kutadanta.                      flG

" Where is thy self? " asked Buddha. And when
Kutadanta made no reply, he continued : " Thy self
to which thou cleavest is a constant change. Years
ago thou wast a small babe; then, thou wast a boy ;
then a youth, and now, thou art a man. Is there any
identity of the babe and the man ? There is an iden-
tity in a certain sense only. Indeed there is more
identity between the flames of the first and the third
watch, even though the lamp might have been extin-
guished during the second watch. Now which is the
true self, that of yesterday, that of to-day, or that of
to-morrow, for the preservation of which thou dost
clamor?"                                                                          fl7

Kutadanta was bewildered. " Lord of the world,"
he said, " I see my error, but I am confused still." f)g

The Tathagata continued : " It is by a process of
evolution that samskaras come to be. There is no
samskara which has sprung into being without a grad-
ual becoming. ^Thy samskaras are the product of thy
deeds in former existences. The combination of thy
samskaras is thy self. Wheresoever they are impressed
thither thy self migrates. In thy samskaras thou wilt
continue to live and thou wilt reap in future existences
the harvest sown now and in the past?)                    m

<c Verily, O Lord," rejoined Kutadanta, a this is no
fair retribution. I cannot recognise the justice that
others after me will reap what I am sowing now." 60

The Blessed One waited a moment and then re-